TRAFFIC and SAFETY COMMISSION
Wednesday, June 13, 1979
Recreation Cafe -- Dining Room
7:00 AM.

*I. Minutes of May 9, 1979

II. Postponed Business

A.
*B.

C.
D
E.

ITI. New
*A.

*B.

*C.

*xE,

Council Action on Commission Recommendations

Request for loading zone for the side door of

Warehouse at 206 Laughlin.

Request for speed control on Jordon Street

Request for yellow "no parking" area for one care length
near the 11th and Union Street crosswalk.

Tall vehiclie parking ordinance

Business

Request for warning bumps on sign near the 10th and Union
Street intersection.

Recommendation for 4- or 10- hour parking meters in the

east end of town.

Request for 30 minute parking limit signs in front of 720 East
3rd Street

Request for no parking on one side of street between 10th and
12th on Union. '
Oregon Traffic Safety Commission Information

*see attached material



Minutes subject to
Commission approval
at the next regular
Commission Meeting

Minutes of the Traffic and Safety Commission Meeting June 13, 1979
7:00 a.m.

Chairman Kinner called the meeting to order at 7:05 a.m.

Present: Commissioners Hall, Hawksley and Courtney

Others

Present: Public Works Director Hasbrouck, Assistant Police Chief Brock,

Administrative Assistant Feldman

Absent: Commissioners Rinehart, Miller and Allen

~ MINUTES OF MAY 9, 1979

Moved by Commissioner Hawksley, seconded by Commissioner Courtney, to approve
the minutes of May 9, 1979 as circulated. Motion carried unanimously. Absent
Rinehart, Allen and Miller.

POSTPONED BUSINESS:

Request for Loading Zone for the Side Door of Warehouse 206 Laughlin

Attached to the Commission agenda was a letter from Wally Morris, Coast Distri-
butors, Inc. Mr. Morris requested a loading zone for the side door of the
warehouse at 206 Laughlin.

After considerable discussion on the issue, the commission decided to table
this issue for the present time until Mr. Morris could more clearly demonstrate
to the commission the need for the loading zone and approval of his request.

Request for Speed Control on Jordan Street

The issue of speed control on Jordan Street was discussed at the request of

Mr. Val Bauer, 812 West 15th Street, The Dalles. After considerable discussion
of the street and traffic situation in the area, it was suggested that the
Traffic and Safety Commission make a recommendation to the City Council to
place an "End of Pavement" sign at 14th and Jordan.

After discussion, moved by Commissioner Courtney, seconded by Commissioner
Hall, to recommend to the City Council that the city install an "End of Pave-
ment" sign at 14th and Jordan to indicate beginning of dirt road. Motion
carried unanimously. Absent Rinehart, Allen and Miller.

Tall Vehicle Parking Ordinance

Administrative Assistant Feldman distributed a pamphlet from the City of
Portland Bureau of Traffic Engineering Parking Patrol Division regarding a
Portland ordinance prohibiting parking of certain vehicles within 50 feet of
certain intersections. The possibility of adopting a similar ordinance for

the City of The Dalles has been discussed in the past and was discussed again.
It was suggested that the City of The Dalles parking patrol ask people not

to park near intersections out of concern for traffic safety without officially




adopting an ordinance that may be difficult to enforce. It was also suggested
that the City have several pamphlets similar to the Portland pamphlet printed
and to have the parking patrol place these information pamphlets on vehicles
parking near intersections with the intention of increasing public awareness
and cooperation in Traffic Safety difficulties in the community.

After considerable discussion, moved by Commissioner Hawksley, seconded by
Commissioner Courtney, to recommend to the City Council to have the city

print courtesy notices instead of adopting an ordinance at this time and to
solicit cooperation from the public to keep certain vehicles, including those
over six feet in height or those that obscure vision of approaching traffic,
from parking within 50 feet of certain city intersections. Also, an education
program through the mass media was suggested. Motion carried unanimously.
Absent Rinehart, Allen and Miller.

NEW BUSINESS

Request for Warning Bumps or Sign Near the 10th & Union Street Intersection

Attached to the commission agenda was a letter from the Rev, Delmer T. Ander-
son, 110 West 10th Street, The Dalles. Rev. Anderson requested that the
Traffic and Safety Commission take some action Tike installing warning

bumps or a painted "Stop Ahead" sign near the 10th and Union Streets inter-
section. Rev. Anderson mentioned that 10th and Union was a four-way stop and
that he believed something needed to be done 1ike lTimiting parking to one
side of 10th Street or widening 10th Street.

After considerable discussion, moved by Commissioner Hall, seconded by Com-
missioner Hawksley, to have Administrative Assistant Feldman write a letter
to Rev. Anderson explaining that 10th and Union Streets intersection is a
two-way, rather than four-way, stop; that placing bumps on a public street
could create a very dangerous 1iability for the city; and that further widen-
ing of 10th Street can be done at the Zion Lutheran Church expense. Admin-
istrative Assistant Feldman would also be instructed to include in the Tetter
that the Traffic and Safety Commission has intentions of making a recommenda-
tion to the City Council to install a "No Parking" zone for 40 feet from

the intersection on all corners of the 10th & Union Streets intersection

that is not presently marked "No Parking". Rev. Anderson is to be invited

to speak with the commission regarding his approval or disapproval of the
recommendation. Motion carried unanimously. Absent Rinehart, Allen and
Miller.

Recomnendation for Four Ten-Hour Parking Meters in the East End of Town

Attached to the Commission agenda was a memorandum from Del Cesar, City
Manager. City Manager Cesar noted that the parking meters in The Dalles are
timed with a few being 15 minutes, a few being 1 hour and a great majority
are 2 hour parking meters with very few 10 hour parking meters on Third
Street near the Safeway Market.

The memorandum requested that the Traffic and Safety Commission make a
recommendation on a proposal to install more four to ten hour parking meters
at the east end of town, as well as the lot behind Tony's Town and Country.
Considerable discussion on the memorandum ensued.




After discussion about the off-street parking situation, visitors that come
to town to shop and the employees who park in the downtown area, moved by
Commissioner Hall to support the City Manager's proposal. Motion died for
lack of a second,

Moved by Commissioner Hawksley, seconded by Commissioner Courtney, to post-
pone this issue until the Traffic and Safety Commission receives a clearer
explanation of where the meters should be installed at the east end of town.
Motion carried unanimously. Absent Rinehart, Allen and Miller.

~Request for "30 Minute Parking Limit" Signs in Front of 720 East Third

Attached to the Commission agenda was a letter from Ed Urness of Urness
Motors requesting a "30 Minute Limit Parking" sign in front of his used
car lot at 720 East Third Street. Mr. Urness' letter stated that at the
present time they have cars parked all day. Sometimes, the letter noted,
1t appears there is no room for customers to stop and look at the merchan-
dise.

The Commission discussed the problems and the parking situation in this area.

After discussion, moved by Commissioner Courtney, seconded by Commission
Hall, to recommend City Council's approval of Mr. Urness' request for "30
Minute Parking" space in front of the used car lot at 720 East Third Street.
Motion also noted that Mr. Urness would be willing to pay for the sign.
Motion carried unanimously. Absent Rinehart, Allen and Miller.

Request for No Parking on One Side of the Street Between 10th & 12th on Union

The Traffic and Safety Commission discussed the area near 10th and Union and
a request for no parking on one side of the street between 10th and 12th

on Union Street and the request for a yellow no parking area for one car
length near the 11th and Union crosswalk. It was questioned why the school
did not provide off-street parking when the Ski11l Center was constructed,
since other buildings in the city are required to do it. The parking prob-
Tem in the area was also discussed with the mention that elimination of
parking would create even a larger problem. It was mentioned that prohibiting
parking on one side of the street may unintentionally increase the speed of
traffic down Union Street, but that eliminating parking may also provide a
much better sight distance.

After considerable discussion, the commission decided to table this issue
for additional review and to ask the Police Chief and City Engineer for a
formal report and recommendation to the Traffic and Safety Commission re-
garding several alternatives including the alternative of no parking in

the area, continued parking in the area on one side of the street only,
continued parking in the area on both sides of the street and student park-
ing needs.

The Oregon Traffic Safety Commission Information

Attached to the Council agenda was an information packet from the Oregon
Traffic Safety Commission regarding selected articles on traffic safety
issued from the State.
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Police Department Purchase of Motorcycles

Assistant Police Chief Brock mentioned to the Commission that the City will
be purchasing two motorcycles from the Portland Police Department to be
placed on traffic control shortly. The police officers will be trained

by the Multnomah County or Portland Police Department motorcycle experts.

With no additional business pending, the Traffic and Safety Commission
adjourned at 8:0% a.m.
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I 812 West 15th
ST R ' . The Dglles, Ore. 97058
"“‘;F“' g June 14, 1979

(s

Traffic and Safety Committee
City Hall
The Dol les, Oregon 97058

Gentlemen:

Please accept this letter as my recommendotion that

the present speed limit on Jordon between 14th and

18th be reduced to the same limit as required for alley
traffic. This is a gravel road with one way traffic
only, and acts only as a connecting line between l4th
ond 18th streets,

Further, T would recommend that the "End of Pavement''

sign be moved from its present location at 14th and

Joxdan to 13th and Jordon or thereabouts, to allow

proper worning for persons traveling this area. Presently
the sign is located in such an area I feel it is too

late for anyone to properly react to the situation.

P Your consideration in these matters will be apprecioted,

Yours very truly,

- (/) N
Yibslur ADicer

Valentine Bauer




CITY of THE DALLES
313 COURT STREET
THE DALLES, OREGON 97058

OFFICE OF CITY MANAGER (503) 296-5481

MEMORANDUM

TO: TRAFFIC & SAFETY COMMISSION
FROM: Del Cesar, City Manager

RE: Parking Meters

- The parking meters in the City of The Dalles are timed as follows: a
few are 15-min. parking; there are a few 1-hour parking; a great
majority are 2-hour parking meters; and, there are a few 10-hour park-
ing meters on 3rd Street near Safeway Market.

I would Tike to recommend to City Council that there be more 4- or 10-
hour parking meters put in the east end of town, as well as the parking
Tot behind Tony's Town & Country. I know we have violators parking
down there in access of 2 hours and if we chalk the tires, they have
people looking at them periodically so that they can move the cars.
But, if we had 6- to 10-hour parking meters down there, they could put
their money in and park there comfortably all day. This would also
give the out-of-town shoppers that can't complete his or her shopping
in the 2 hours allotted a freer mind.

If you would study this and make a recommendation before I take my recom-
mendation to Council, I would appreciate it.

X

ne:




The Hev,. Delmer T, Andesrson
116 v, 10th St.
The Dalles, Oregon 97058

i N
Teaffic and Skfety Commission

The Dalles, Oregon 97058

I went to bring to your attention the "accident proneness" of the four
wayustap at 10th and Union, We had another accldent yesterday, Peaople
don't seem to reallze that 10th i1s a stop street or that there i1s a spesd
limit on Union,

Why not -think of something 1ike warning bumps or a painted sign "37T0P
AHEAD", I think we need té do somethling before gsomeone 1s killed,

While T have your attentlon I should 1like to underscore the crowded
‘Eituation on 10th street with people parking on both sides of the street,
Jomeone 18 golng to get side swiped and hurt, Several beople attending
worghlp at Zlon Lutheran have mentioned "close calls", Widing 10th /
street or limiting parking to one side might help...at least for three or
fouwr blocks 1n both directions, None of us wants to witness a death or a
serlous injury.

If you need something in person I would be happy to speak to the city

council, the mayor, the city manager, etc,

"\\ i
- G I‘di.‘;i{l ]_y//l C{/
{ o
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ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT CITY of THE DALLEﬁ

313 COURT STREET

June 27, 1979 THE DALLES, OREGON 97058

Memo to Del Cesar, City Manager:

We have been requested by the Traffic and Safety Committee to study the
on-street parking on Union Street between 10th Street and 12th Street.

Apparently, the Committee felt that on-street parking should be elimin-
ated on one side or the other. Accordingly, I viewed the project with
Joe lMasbrouck and Kathy Hunter. Joe made several runs to get the drivers
viewpoint on a first-hand basis.

As’ far as sight distance is concerned, if the four corners at 12th and

Union Streets were painted back about thirty feet (30'), the sight dis-
tance would not be bad. The exit from the school parking lot onto Union
Street south of 11lth Street is a little bit of a problem. If we painted
one car space south of the exit, it would help.

I would hate to see the trees removed on the west side of Union Street.
from 10th Street to llth Street. They are a fine type of trees and in

‘good condition. The trees could be removed and the street widened on

the east side of the street from 10th Street to 12th Street. 'The trees
do interfere with the sight distance. They could be replaced by trees
"on gite",

We all agreed that there is not enough parking in the area. The school
people use both sides of the street and also park west on 10th Street
and llth Street. They probably interfere with parking for adjacent
property owners now. If parking were prohibited on the west side, then
those property owners abutting Union Street would have to find parking
acrogs the street or elsewhere. If parking were prohibited on the east
side of Union Street, cars from the school would then infringe further
into the residential area to the west. There are just too many cars
for the available space.

T couldn't recommend eliminating parking on either side of the straet.
The street is the standard 36-foot curb-to-curb width, and widening it
to Zorty feet (40') would make for better visibility and safer driving,
especially during icy conditions. Removing on-street parking doesn't
seem to me to be of sufficient benefit safety-wise to justify the
increase of the parking problem.

In conclusion, the school needs more parking, not less; and if we elim-
inate parking on Union Street, the students and faculty would just
infringe further into the residential area as they have east of the

high school. Parking in the area is a real problem. I don't see any
easy solution unless the school were to provide more off-street parking
or move to a larger area entirely away from the residential district.

Widening the street and eliminating the trees on the Last will help.

J—— vt

Signed { e ‘y.\(;/ ); ol

Vernon B, Tenncson, City lnglneer

VBT/xh e
ce: Steve Feldman?
Kathy Hunter
Joe Hasbrouck




CITY of THE DALLES

313 COURT STREET

: THE DALLES, OREGON 97058

POLICE DEPARTMENT AREA CODE (503) 296-2233

Office of The Chief of Palice

MEMORANDUM

July 23, 1979 !

Tos Steve Feldman, Administrative Assista
From: Paul J. Nagy, Chief of Poli (/
. Subject: Parking Limitation Proposal

Responding to your request that I make a recommendation regarding the parking
lLimitation proposal by the Traffic and Safety Commission, I submit the
following. This proposal would limit parking on one side of Union by
“ellminating parking on the High School side (east) between 1l0th and l2th Strect.

I requested 'fiecld' officer input, and two of their recommendations are
attached. In essence, they state the street is wide enough to accomodate
parking on both sides, and that a hardship would'be imposed on those
resldents living in that section, They do not recommend the limitation.

Additionally, I inspected the area in question. I concur with the recommendations
of my staff, however with one exception. I note there is a double cross-walk
at the intersection of llth Avenue, also there is a driveway south of Llth
Avenue on the east side of Union which provides access to the employees parking
lot. I recommend that parking be prohibited on the east side of Union in

the area between the crosswalks at llth, and for a distance of twenty-five

feet north from the north crosswalk, and twenty~five feet south of the

south side of the driveway. I also recommend that parking be prohibited

on the west side of Union for a distance of fiteen feet from the crosswalk
north and south of 1llth, and for a distance of fifteen west from Union on

both sides of 1llth., This could be accomplished by painting the curbing

yellow,

I believe these actions would address the problems of visibility in those
areas most I1n need, and still retain the necessary parking spaces in this area.

Reisgaiiie e s o e it - o o




: , aténg one 'side oﬁ‘ nxou between 10th & ldﬁh. e
BEE \éf;ﬁ‘@ faa 8 that’ it WDuld bé best to cut baeklparking at 10th & Union on 10th rather
i 4 ih@m «liminage parking en ane slde. To eliminate the parkinb on one. side would place
L 'g'hardshig an‘the pera@ns that 1Lve on Uniou between 10th & 12th when school is in
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pulaoné?ly 6&n deteot‘no real need for‘this type of r@s»riotion. The acre@k is
uniiorm in w1dth 11 bhg way from Mth to 14th st, dnd 16 w1de enough for two wvehicledy

;visual u1earanoes,
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NATURAL GAS COMPANY

306 E. FOURTH STREET THE DALLES, OREGON 97058

NORTHWEST

June 27, 1979

(503) 296-2229

Mr. Leon Kinner

Chariman, Traffic and Safety Commission
City of The Dalles

313 Court St,

The Dalles, Oregon 97058

Dear Leon:

Your "Letter to the Editor" of February 24, 1979, as Chairman

of The Dalles Traffic and Safety Commission, has made itself
felt throughout Northwest Natural Gas Company, The letter first
appeared In the Company magazine "Blue Flame" which goes to 1250
employee homes and now it appears in the first edition, volume 1,
number 1, of Northwest Newsnotes which goes out to over 220,000
(ras Company customers.

We appreciated your letter very much and my sincere thanks go
to the entire Traffic and Safety Commission on behalf of Northwest
Natural Gas Company.

I would appreclate it very much if you see to it that each member
of the Traffic and Safety Commission gets a copy of the enclosed

newsnotes. Thank you.

Since{gly,

‘%ﬁﬁry F. Tiano
Distribt Manager
Mid-Columbia River District

HET/cp

Encs:




Tm: DALLES OREGON ? ‘

‘; ‘ S o DATE... Aprd,‘;”g‘j, 979,

i ..;.“mei’...s;f ,Police FROM..., .A.o..Me. Labx‘ouaaa

HE ONLY REASON YOU AND I ARE HERE )13 1{() HELP THE PEOPLE OF OUR CITY
i i [ B J 1) !

,TQTMLnal AYPr‘ln‘BOO bL ok o AN

:ad] /ch runs north dnd gouth between W 2nd and the freeway and is a desipnatied streot.
; b'p has( all the appearances of being, an extension of the Chevron Chatesu Truck Stiop! ¢
\a | The 1,x*uck sﬁop ibzs on the west slde of ‘the street and Nelson Tire sita on

St \Mméstarf‘p& Fing acrosa thls street dnd often tnmes b]ook an aooess driveway dinto the
:,‘b%ﬁh of Melgon Tl?ea areatlng a ]roblem for Nelson Tires, '

Qurranfly ther da but one sign showing that this is a street
tqehﬂd 10 3 telephone pole,

W Wy “Qteugg@std we have more signs, possibly No Parking Tow Away Zone ' signs, placed where

P Lh@ d'LVe“?of‘a wvehiele mdy readily see 1t, Writer has iserved rnotiee to Chevron Chateau

; tb"ﬂ; Ak wouLd be to th@tc bennef‘l“(z to alco inform the truckers of the problem so citations

L W Ly n()t hwe 1;0 b@ issued raor semimtmckxa towed off the ‘property and atrvnet.,

It fs inconaplououslv at-




CITY of THE DALLES
313 COURT STREET

Pl i D rtmen
lanning Department THE DALLES, OREGON 97058

July 26, 1979

Iniwihes

_ TO + Traffic & Safety Commission
DATED: July 26, 1979
RE : Site Plan Reviews

A. The Planning Commission reviewed site improvements for the
addition of a second drive-thru teller unit at the Columbia
River Banking Company, 316 E. 3rd Street. (gee map). The plans
would potentially eliminate 4 parking spaces. These spaces
could be retained if access is permitted from the alleyway.

With each new improvement or addition to the downtown core
area we seem to be losing two-four parking spaces and the
logses have not been replaced.

Planning Commission has approved this site plan subject to the
owners ability to replace the lost parking. Would Traffic &
Safety recommend access to and from the allewway?

B. Planning Commission also received a request to add a drive-up
service window to the Artic Circle restaurant, 302 W. 2nd
Street. The request was approved subject to review by both
Traffic & Safety and Sign Board of Appeals.

The addition presents a situation for potential traffic flow
problems: incoming and outgoing traffic may be crossing each
other in an awkward way.

Proper signage will help resolve the problem at Lincoln Street
but will not totally resolve the problems at West 2nd Street.

(
/ZZ%ZZQ/ /%é?iZ?Z:;’

Kathy Hdhter
Planning Director

AREA CODE (503) ®u CITY HALL (Administration, Finance, Municipal Court) 296-5481
CITY ATTORNEY 296-5424 = BUILDING AND ENGINEERING DEPT. 296-3537 = FIRE. DEPT, 296-3264
FOLICE DEPT. 296-2233 u PARKS AND RECREATION DEPT, 296-9533
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS (Stroat, Water, Sewage Treatment) 296-5401
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euo  OPD hires three officers

Portland
June 149,

Nue to the increasing traffic situation throughout the city, Ontario of-

ficials have hired three new police officers to enforce traffic regulations,

A grant from the Ovecnn Traftic Safety Commission will pay for 75

percent of the cost of adding the three officer$, Local tax money will
make up the remainder of the $90,451 project.

Traffic courters were placed throughout the city during April in an
“effort to determine the traffic density, most congested time periods,
. traffic flow and peak accident periods. .

Jim Jones, police chief, said over 470 accidents occurred on city streets

during 1978, double the number a town the size of Ontario should have.

1979

‘GRESHAM — Armed with a recent
Orggon Traffic Ssfety Commission AncusS-

grant, the Police Department Is plan- OBSERVER "“The problem boils down to a city of near 10,000 with facilities for 10,000
ﬁ;“gnaﬂﬂ‘;’ggor?r:mg g;?:gg‘;;s Pub- Ontario " trying toserve a population of double that.” Jones said.

Jones indicated the survey would also atterapt to locate possible

safety In the ¢lty of Gresham now is
traffic,” Police Chief Kent Reesor sald.
“In terms of property damage, Injury
and death, traffic accldents far exceed
the total of all criminal activity com-
ned."” -

" The chlef said his department has
had difficulty deallng with the problem,
because the slze of Gresham's police
force has nat kept pace with the city’s
rapld growth,

“We had been pretty much limited
to enforcing speed laws where we could
and blcking up after accldents after
they had occurred,” Lt. Dwight Vicars
said.

Unfoptunately, Gresham’s traffic ac-
cldent fate'has managed to keep pace
with the city’s’ growth all too well,
most dramatically in a one-year period
{ncluding 1977 and 1978,

In that period alone, the number of
traffic accldents jumped from 242 to
264, the number of injury accidents rose
from 184 to 229, and the number of
fatalities quadrupled, from two to eight.

Armed with those statistics, Gresh-
am was able to persuade the Traffic
Safety Commission that something had
to be done,

On May 1, the city waos awarded a
three-year, renewable grant that pro-
_ vides salaries for three traffic officers
gnd & police assistant 11, along with
funds for an additional patrol car to be
used strictly for traffic control. As a
match to the state grant, Gresham is
providing salaries for two more traffic
officers, plus another traffic patrol car
and police motorcycle.

The departient I3 already aware of
gseveral “problem areas” In Gresham,
according to Vicars.

“Intersections are primarily our
worst places,” he sald, “‘with problems
caused by lllegal left turns and people
failing to yield the right-of-way, at in-
tersections ke Burnside and Main,
Powell and Hogan, Division and Main,
Burnside and Hogan, and 190th and
Powell."

There are & surprising number of
injury accidents even at such major,
controlled intersections as Division and
Burnside, he added, becausg, of prob-

lems created by lefl-turn pocKets and
no left-turn wignals.

t
pant o ¢

“By far, the biggest threat to public June 7/ —>

alternate routes within the city, but with traffic increasing rapidly, many

alternale routes are also becoming congested.
The program is expected to begin in mid-June, after the training of the

three officers is completed.

June 6, 1973
BULLETIN

Lend
“All of Burnside is a nightmare for
that reason,” he sald, "particularly be-
tween 3:30 p.m. and 6:30 or 7. It's just
horrendous.”

The Police Department supports a
number of road projects proposed for
the Gresham area in the near future,
Vicars said, Including the scheduled
widening of Burnside planned by Mult-
nomah County for next summer,

“There's no doubt that the realign-
ment of 190th, the realignment of Kane,
and the proposed 221st-223rd bypass
will help us out,” he said. “And the
scheduled Burnside improvements
should eliminate a lot of injury acci-
dents, particularly rear-end-type colli-
sions caused by the lack of left-turn
refuges now."”

Some accidents in Gresham are at
least partially due to road engineering
problems, Vicars feels, especially at
such intersections as Hogan and Powell,
where a hill prevents southbound driv-
ers from seeing the intersection until
they are almost on top of it.

“One of our objectives under this
grant will be to try to open the lines of
communication with county and state
highway engineers, so that we can ad-
dress these design problem areas at all
levels, rather than just at the local lev-
el,’” he said.

The department plans to notify the
public when it begins concentrating en-
forcement at a particular problem area,
Vicars said.

But such enforcement efforts prob-
ably will not begin in earnest until the

-first of next year, he said.

“Right now, we are stiil training
our people and trying to identify the
priority areas,” he said. “We figure we
wgn’t really get into the swing of
things until atsut January.”

In the second vear of the program,
}/icars said, the department hopes to
CGncentrate more on pql}lic education.

—

Bend gets -
okay for. .
police grant

Bend  Palice have received

final upproval of a state grant that

will add $74,000 to city coffers each
of the next three years.and pay for
three additional officers.

The grant was not a surprise,
as city officials had been assured
that chances were good that Bend
would be chosen for the Selective
Traffic Enforcement Program.

. The Oregan Traffic Salaty
Commission allocaled the money to
the city.

The money is intended to pay
for three wveteren cfficers to
research traffic hazards in the city,
using that information to step up
traffic enforcement at trouble
spots. The idea behind the program
is that increased enforcement at
dangerous locations will lead to a
reduction in traffic hazards.

Three new officers will be hired
to assume the duties of those
officers assigned to the traffic
program,

The program also is iniended
to fund a public information
campaign to push traffic safety and
to allow more time to be spent on
traffic accident investigation, More

thorough investigations may reveal |

causes and possible cures for

traffic accidents. .

City budget committee mem-
bers anticipated .approval of the
grant application and included the
budget..

monevy in  the 1979-80

troyposal.
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With Oregon facing the
poseibility of more severe
gasoline shortages, Oregon
State Police officers around
the state have been making a
greater effort to enforce the
55 mph speed limit as = means
of saving fuel

The crackdown, as some
would call it, has been under-
way for sbout a month, and
results have been positive,
sccording to Gov. Atiyeh’s
press secretary, Denny Miles.
As more tickets have been
handed out, observance of the
spesd limit has improved
eignificantly. And if the trend
comtinues, the state as a whole
will be realizing an “amazing”
savings in gas consumption,
said Miles. .

Although pot neglecting
their other duties, OSP offi-
cers in Hermiston have been
sharing in efforts to enforce
the speed limit 2 “little more
vigorously,” according te Sgt.
Amos Rasmussen.

Local efforts have involved
spending about 24 days s
week econcentrating more
heavily on speed control, he
explained. Two or three care
have been used =t times to
work ome particular spot.
Unmarked ears and radar also
bave besn need

[

IHERALD
Hermiston

b Attention has been focused:

on Interstzte-80N and High-
way T30, twe aress of high
volume traffic. Hwy. 395 has
drawn less attention because
road conditions are lese con
ducive to traveling more than
55 mpb. -

Seeking better compliamce
with the speed limit was just
one of several gas-saving
measures Atiyeh's, adm.tms—
tration began
shortly sfter the November
election, said Miles.

The state has managed to
sirike a “very tenucus bal
ance” between gas suppliss
and demand fer the past
month, added Miles. Whether

" or not the state can continme
_to walk the tightrope without

falling into California-type
shortages is anybody’s guess.
More plentiful supplies aren’t
expected until September.

“It's kind of a holding-yomr
breath type situstion,” e
said. “It could be we could be
in trouble tomorrow.”

Staying within the
iimit is one way motorists cm
help forestall any severe
shortages, Miles emphasizod.
Akhough individusls may ot
notice any grest gas ssvings,
the staie-wide difference will
be significant

And what & =maarits who

dw‘t chserve the Emit?

oy 23, 1970 S FAE )

“They're just using up more
than their fair shere (of gas),
s fas ss I'm concerned,”
remarked Miles.

The state also is asking
motorists to cut down cn non-
essential driving, plan vaca-
tions and holiday trips as close
o home 2s possible and resist
the urge to hoard gas.

Oregonians haven't yet pan-
icked, however, something
Miles notes with a certain
amount of pride.

Shortages worsened in Cali-
fornia when motorists began
keeping their tanks almost
continually full The average
fill-up, in & week’s time, went
from 12 gsllons to three.

Miles thinks Oregonians are
willing to adjust their driving
habits rather than have short-
ages worsen here. The ad-
justment will be a smaller
price to pay than the conse-
quences, he said.

Miles didn’t know how long
state police will continue
placing the heavy concentra-
tion of personmel, time and
effort on speed control. This

- may be a decision the GOSP

command msakes iteelf. Rut b
expects some degree of
zmphasis to continue inde-
iinine!y.

* 08P patrols are routinely

increased dx ';"c’ ’;zp SUuTHnar

' holiday periods, such as the

approaching Memorial Day
weekend.

Sgt. Rasmussen disagrees
totally with persons whoe say
most drivers don't observe
the speed limit.

“The public likes to think
everybody is going over 55,
but they’re not,” he main-
tains. “A vast rmajority of
people are traveling at an
acceptable rate of speed. It is
a minerity that is speeding,
not a majority.”

He feels as many as 80 to 30
percent of 2ll drivers obey the
Lmit. Still, the relatively
small percentage of speeders
adds up to thousands and
thousands of vehicies. I

Miles sympathizes with' the
“frustration” drivers feel
when passed by car after car
traveling st more than 55
mph. But he wurges these
drivers to realize they rever
see others who stay within
the limit.

Atiyeh admits greater en-
forcement efforts haven’t
stopped all speeders, con-
ceded Miles. Bet the governor
thinks motorists who once
traveled at 85 may now be
going 60, and so on.

Sgt. Rasmussen zlo dis-
agrees with those who say the

'_—}_r; mnd znecd E‘.?T‘.:‘Q .4-= s
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save g2s or Hves.

In most eases, betier mile-
age 13 obfained gt lower
speeds, said Miles. And the
state agrees with the life-
saving argument, salthough
gas saving remains the pri—
mary concern.

. “An accidept at 70 is far

more smm.s than at 85 —

4 wa}s aceording to Sgi.
Rasmussen. Cars simply
don’t hold together” as well
t the higher speeds. Faster
peeds also mean less time to
void accidents.
 The number of speeding
tickets handed out locally has
“Qefinitely increased” during
the past month, according to

e sergeant. “There's no
&xestion about that, but
whether it's 60 percent of 50
percent or 30 poNent 1
eouldnt tell yon.zy ‘“f'-‘” ”

"The overall plIrpose is to
slow down drivers, not to
issue tickets, reminded Miles.

Shortly after taking office,
new OSP Superintendent
John Williams directed all
command officers to carry
citation books and issue tick-

- »_.“% -during their regular tra-

veis, said Miles. Previously,
these officers had handled
administrative and supervi-
sory duties only.

_ The superintendent’s ecar
stépped and ticketed eight
speeding motorists on a re-
ceni trip from Coos Bay to
Salem, noted Miles. The su-
perintendent, however, didn't
write the tickets, ieaving that

-Daperwork to annrher nreane
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Inconsistency

To the Editor: T admit to belng un-
derwhelmed by the inconsistency |
ghown by our Leglslature, Fearlessly
chellenglng the lobby of a staggering
kome-building market, legislators bold-
ly deerned it a must that smoke detec-
tors becorme a mandatory (tem becavse
gomee 64 people dled of smoke inhale-
ton last year In Oregon.

We succeed in killing ourselves and
ench other at a [ar betier batting aver-
ago on our highways because we are
mache, end the same Legislature, In ita
sblomlan wizdom, deems seat belts for
autammoblle driverg and passengers, and
halmesta for Honda horgémen, unneces-
sy,
Yes, our Leglslature is a marvel of

lnconsistency. LEE TOWER,
' - 435 §.E. Lexington St

ARGUS
HiTllsboro
Havrch 8, 1979

Invalid struck
in wheelchair

A 5%-year-old invalid in & wheelchair
wag struck by a car at 7 p.m. Saturday
whitaenpesing SE Baselipe at Sevently, .

TWilllam, R. (Billy) Manley, 650 §8,
Oak, wes irealed. and released fromy
Tuality.Qomeaunity Hospital. .. .

He was returning to the Oak Villa
"Care Center pfter eating his birthday
dinner at his parents’ house, according
to his mother, Idylla Manley, )

Manley had been driving his motoriz-~
ed vilieelchair south on SE Seventh in’
the right lane and began to cross the in-
tmrn%ctiqn with a green light. g

- Hawever, tha length of time the light
stayg green does not give Manley
enoigh time to get his wheelchair

© acrgss thestrest, Mrs, Manley said,

The lght turned yellow and red
hefare ha exited the Intersection, and a
cat {a the left, westbound larie struck a
whtes] on the chair and continued driv-
ing \awny from the scene, Hillsboro
polies apid, ‘

The, impact spinned the chair, ejec-
ting Manley onto the street, ’

Ms? Manley said a replacement

3 wheelchsdr would cost $2,250  mud

’ ‘,w‘l medicnre would pay part of the
b 7

™
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Motorcyele Deaths Rise After
Repeal of Helmet Use Laws

Deaths involving motorcycle accidents
have reached record numbers following
the repeal of helmet use laws in 22
states, the U.S. Department of
Transportation reports.

Figures released by the department’s
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) shows that
4.082 motoreyclists were  killed in
traffic accidents in 1977. This
represents an increase of 770 over the
number of cyclists killed in 1976 -- a
startling 23 percent increase for the
period. '

“A major factor in the higher motor-
cycle death toll, said Joan Claybrook.
head of NHTSA, “was the repeal of
the helmet use laws in cight states in
1976 and an additional 14 states in
1977. We are now beginning to sce the
consequences  of these repeal
actions.

“Opposition to state helmet use laws
comes in the face of overwhelming
evidence that motoreyele helmets save
lives by reducing the severity of head
injuries. The value of helmets has been
documented for-more than 30 years,
not only in this country, but in other
nations around the world.”

The latest data were compiled by the
NHTSA's National Center for
Statistics and Analysis and update a
special report on motoryeycle fatalities
issucd last January by the Center.

The federal safety agency said a
number of other factors may have
contributed to the 23 percent climb in
motorcycle deaths, including an
increase in miles traveled and a boost
in the number of motorcycles.
However, cycle registrations rose only
I percent (the vehicle population now
totals slightly over 5 million) and sales
increased less than 3 percent from 1976
to 1977.

The states which have repealed their

helmet laws include Alaska, Anzona,

Connecticut, lowa, Kansas, Louisiana,
Oklahoma and Rhode Island in 1976,
and Colorado, Hawaii, Indiana,
Maine, Minnesota, Montana, New
Hampshire, New Mexico, North
Dakota, Orcgon, South Dakota,
Texas, Utah and Washington in 1977,
Delayare, 1daho, Ohio and Wisconsin
also gepealed their faws in 1978

The NHTSA said four special
accident studies are ncaring completion
in four of these states ... Colorado.
Oklahoma, Kansas and South Dakota.
Preliminary findings in these studics
reconfirm the protective value of
helmets, They indicate that the chance
of fatal head injury appears to be at
least four times preater for the
unhelmeted motorcyclists, Head
injurics were the most frequent single
cause of death for both helmeted and
unhelmeted riders, but the incidence of
head injury was much lower for the
helmeted rider.

Other findings from the Colorado
study show:

e A decline in helmet usage from

from nearly 100 percent to less
than 60 percent,

e A 260 percent increase in the
proportion of accidents with
severe head injuries,

e An increase in rider fatalities
from 14 per 1,000 tiders in
reported accidents 1o 2 per 1,000
riders.

Additional data on [latalities and
registration compiled by the NHTSA
and Federal Highway Administration
show that in Colorado there was an
increase from 3.4 in 197610 6.3 in {977
in the rate of motorcyle fatalities per
10,000 registered vehicles.

Preliminary results of a University of
California study of 970 motorcycle
accidents show that the chance of
serious or fatal head injuries is five
times greater for unhelmeted
motorcyclists in the Los Angeles area,

Not one single case in the Los
Angeles study found any instance
where the helmet caused an accident by
tmpairing hearing or vision ({as it
sometimes claims by opponents of use
laws), nor were helmets responsible (or
causing any type of injury other than in
severe impacts where some minor skin
burns resulted from the skin strap.

For more information on these
studies” and a Fact Sheet entitled
“Motorcycle Helmets - they Save Lives
and Reduce Injuries,” write to the
National Center for Statistics and
Analysis, NHTSA, 2100 Second Strect,
SW, NRD-34, Washington, D.("
20590. ‘
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~ the motorist was obliged to pull off the

mandate, which has seen several deaths

IT WAS THE

LA W.....

If some of the present day traffic faws
seem  wild, consider the following
regulations that existed in the early years
of the twentieth century.

“Ever since the first horseless
carriage started sputtering and roaring
its way along our streets and highways
back before the turn of the century,
everyone from the embattled farmer to
the indignant city father has been doing
his darndest to write some laws that
would curb the newdangled monster.

“Perhaps the wildest of these faws,
according 1o the National Automobile
Club, were drawn up by the Anti-Auto-
mobile Society that was formed back in
Pennsylvania when the problem wass
first coming to the force. There the
farmers decided that anyone driving a
horseless carriage along the road at night
should come to a stop every mile and
send up a signal rocket, then wait 10
minutes for the road to clear. If a team of
horses should approach along the road,

road and cover his vehicle with a large
canvas or painted cloth that would blen
with the surrounding landscape. If th

horses refused to pass even then, the}

motorist had to take his vehicle apart

piece by piece and hide the pieces under

the nearest bush

“'The city fathers got around to having
their little say, too. In Connecticut back in
1901, they passed the first speed law in

the ‘United States, setting it down in the
book that no driver should drive faster

than 12 miles per hour in the cities or

faster than 15 nmules per hour in the

SALEM — A proposed seat belt

elt mandate buried
by Senate committee vote

of accuracy.
Originally, Monroe had sponsored ents of the measure to return criminal penalties for
House Blll 2550, a seat belt mandate grynk driving cite the heavy load on our court system. This

counuy. In Cleveland, Ohio they passed a
law against driving your car while you
had someone on your lap. In Green Bay,
Wisconsin, they got the idea that oil
dropped from cars would damage their
pavements, so they set a fine of $5 on
every drop of oil. In Memphis, Tennessee
they made it unlawful for any motorist to
drive while he was asleep, and out in
Utah they wrote it down in their books of
law that birds always have the right of
way. And then, of course, there was one
enigmatic sheriff who posted the sign

The speed limit is a secret this year,
Motorists breaking it will be fined $10.

""This was the law and the horseless
carriage.”’ (Popular Covernment)

\ B
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STATLSMAN
Salem
June 26, 1979
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as criminal offense
‘ EDITORIAL
Oregon's House of Representatives has correctly conclud-
ed that drunk driving Is a crime. The Senate should reach the
same conclusion.
_1f House Bill 3048 passes the Senate, Oregon’s approach to
.- dealing with drunk drivers will return to the tactics used
) belore the 1975 legislative sesston. At that session, traffic ol-
fenses were decriminalized. The new policy would mals
drunk driving a crime punishable, after conviction, by up
to a year in jail and by a maximum fine of $1,000.

'ALCCOHOLISM s a national tragedy. So is the fatality toll
on our highways. Natlonwide, nearly 50 percent of our fatsl
Injuries on the road involve drinking drivers, Thig is a prob-
lem we simply can’t ignore, '

Oregon's drunk driving convictions in 1978 increased 10
percent over the previous year, This year another dramatic
increase Is expected, according to the state Department
of Motor Vehicles. This is caused in part by increased popuia-
tion. But another cause is seen as the use of alcohol by young
people who have switched from marijuana.

CONVICTIONS represent only a small part of the prob-
lem. The number of persons, legally intoxicated, who drive
without being apprehended can’t even be estimated with any

OREGONIAN
Portland
June 29, 197D

and resurrections during the 1979 legis-
lative session, underwent final burial
Wednesday in the Senate Transporta-
tion Committee.

The committee voted 3-2 to table
House BIH 2552, which would send to
the voters a proposal to require the use
of seat belts in vehicles equipped with
them. The commitiee's action, said Rep.
Rod Monroe, D-Portland, who spon-
sored the blll, almost certainly consti-
tutes flnal death for the measure.
“Naturally, I'm not happy about it,"”
Monruoe sald. “I think 1t would have had
i & good chance If It went to the (Senate)
;Hwor, but three senators managed to
» block .

i

which would have been activated

through leglslative action. That man- I3 a real concern. But the present lenient approach very ob-

viously has not worked. Whether the possibility of stiff pen-
Amroval e e e e oecy alties will work any better to prevent the offense s debatable,
run. The House defeated that bill and but comviction at least gives society the authority to re-
then resisted efforts by Monroe to re- rnove offenders from the highways,
consider the measure and send it back .
to committee. BECAUSE of the widespread use of alcohol, soclety in gen-
However, Monroe had another seat- eral along with legislative bodies have been reluctant to
belt bill, HB2552, which originally deal with the problem of drunk driving. The fact that msny
called for an election to endorse the authoritles see alcoholism as a disease also compounds the
legislative seat belt mandate, still in problem of how to deal with It on the highway. .
committee. That bill was amended to ™ noyertheless, Oregon’s House has concluded that drastic
become a direct referral of the seat belt ,yon 1o necessary. As the Senate takes up the bill this week,

requirement to the vot d - :
prgve:d m,f;,’ u?e éoﬁgsrst n25 5‘;%,? fn that body must reach the same conclusion if it is to keep fuith
with its constituency.,

went 10 the Senate wher® i finally died.
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EDITURIAL

The District Court in Multnomah County has
been slapped by the Oregon Supreme Court, b
the County Commission and by the county audi-
tor. It even has become the center of a ticket-flx-
ing scandal. Though it finally appears to be
awakening to its responsibilities for {mproved
management, the real test of the judges’ sincerity
Is ahead.

The overcrowded docket that has meant at
least eight months between arrest and trial in
traffic cases‘has been costly to the public in dol-
lars as well as delay. A significaht, recent rule
change by the court has required four days’ no-
t,icel rom lawyers as to whether they will go to
trial.

In the past, a lawyer fully intending to plead -
his client guilty would wait until time of trial. If -

the police and other witnesses appeared and the
prosecutor was read{, the client would plead
guilty. If not, the defense would move for dis-
missal of the charge, and usually get it.

By that time, however, the public would be
out the travel and time costs of witnesses, police
— often overtime — and prosecutor, plus the
expense of maintaining jurors for panels that
were not needed.

In addition, courtrooms and judges had to be
available when they might otherwise have been
used to ease the backlog,

It is not for want of help that the court has
problems. The rule change was suggested by the

public is jury

Supreme Court, and extra staff for scheduling
was funded by the Oregon Traffic. Safety Com-
mission. The district attorney’s office also has
ﬁwﬁerated with the District Court to ease the
ocket problems. County commissioners offered
the court more than
correct its problems,
A state-funded report last suramer pointed to

$125,000 to explore ways to

Jlack of innovation and absence of computer tech-

nology to improve the court's efficiency and op-
eration. The County Auditor's analysis relcased
Tuesday more clearly described lax management
practices that are a result of the court’s neglect
of that function, The ticket-fixing scandal clear-
ly lustrates the harm of such neglect.

Acce}nance as of May 1 of the Supreme
Court’s four-day notice rule, hiring a mana%e'
ment consultant with the county money and In-
novation of a night court for a trial period, re-
cently extended, suggest the District Court may
be shaking off its inertia. The firing of the Dis-
trict Court administrator and election of a new
Ereslding judge also indicate that the District

ourt may be ready to do its job properly.

The judges must recognize it is they who are
on trial. The charges are excessive cost to the
Lax;;ayer and justice delayed.

f further Innovation and improved manage-
ment are not forthcomling, the court should be
braced for a clear jury c¢xpression at the next
general election, The verdict will be unfavorable.

ABlO datety is

a Bargain

Government is often charged
with being its own worst
encmy In fighting inflaton,
Most of the time, new gov.
ernment regulations simply
drive up the cost of produc-
ton by creating moge paper
work and thercfore more time
and labor devoted to produc.
Ing one more unit, Yet, the
government-required safety
standards built into the family
car are a truly “cost-elfective
buy", according to Joan Clay-
brook, administrator of the Na

The cost to the motorist is
only about 8250 on a 1978

While the entire vehicle
may depreciate in market

about $300 to the cost of a
1984 car, Much of the cost

car, or less than half the
amount claimed by some auto
manufacturers. This low figure
amounts to only about S per
cent of the total vehicle price,
or less than one-third the
amount the car buyer speods
on such optional items as air
conditioners { $500), automat-
ic transimissions ( $300) and
vinyl roofs (8120, M. Clay-
DLook arpucs,

value annually, these built in
safety requirements continue
to hold their value in prevent
ing fatalities and reducing
injurics,

Even NHTSA's plans for fu-
ture safety and fuel economy
standards will not mean much
added o the cost of the aver
2ge car, according to Ms,
Claybrook, She estimates the
acw requirements will add

will reflect fuel cconomy re-
quirements, and passive re-
strabots, such as air bags and
automatic seathelts, The cost
ol this entire packuage will be
more than offset by operating
savings in gasoline of e
£750. In fact, Ms Cloyhrook
estimates the $300 will be e
couped through tower opera
ing expenses within two vears
of purchasing the car.

ORLGOIIAL, Portland, Jine 25
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tional Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA).
Since NHTSA first issued Its
safety standards In 1966, the
motor vehicle fatality rate per
100 miflion miles of vehicle

Truck safety the real

It has been apparent for a long time that the
trucking industry has not been whiing to battle -
as hard for safety as it has for cheaper diesel
fuel. The brutal strike of independent truckers
and a report released by Sen. Charles Percy,

CriSls

Maore thau 1,000 drivers weia.iﬁikﬁi last year.
There Is an obvious divect connection be.
tween unszafe e%luipmmm and the death toll. The
Department of Transportation found that 42 per-
cent of all the 28,00

travel has fallen 40 percent,
from 5.7 to 3.3. Traffic acci-
dents’arc the sixth leading
cause of death in the pation,
and the leading cause of death
for the population under 35,
NHTSA estimates that traffic
crashes cost soclety about $43
billion per year.

However, according 1o Ms,
Claybrook, auto safety stand-
ards can be directly eredited
for preventing at feast 50,000
(atalitics and hundreds of
thousands of serious injuries,

R-TlL., confirms our view.

ing away at truck tires with rifles, the e
rent itself (heavy trucks, mostly .18-whee
has been involved in
83 percent since 1975,

report, supportiing legis
? truck safety laws, Indicates. |

have been the victims, Lhere being a frightenin

4

While some supporters of the truck strike are
scattering roofing nails on highways and blast-
uip-
ers)
5,075 deaths, an increase of

Almost 35 percent of all highway deaths can
be placed at the lruckinfg industry's door, Percy’s
ation that would revamp

The drivers themselves, i ire often than not,

41 percent increase in driver deaths since 1978,

trucks Inspected last year
were unsafe. '

Sen. Bob Packwood is co-sponsor with Sen.
Warren Magnuson and Percy o§ the Truck Safe
ty Act, which has support of the American
Trucking Associations. It would drantically In-
crease fines for safety violations and seel to
protect drivers who report unsafe conditions or
equil;)ment from employer retaliations.

ercy has pointed out that the number of hig
trucks on the highways will double in the next
15 years. Unless these giants are made gnfer,
every driver's risk of death or injury witll in-
Crease af an unacceptable rate. Congress should
give a high priority to pasaage of revised truck
gnfety laws. :
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Conoerr abour increased teenage drinking
and alconiolism and alcohol-related traffic
fatalities has moved more and” more
lawmakers across the nation to put the cap
back on teenage drinking — at least legally.

BMassachusetts — following in the
footsteps of Iowa, Maine, Michigan,
BMinnesota, and Montana — recently

became the sixth state in three years to raise
the minimum drinking age.

Similar legislaticn was pending in mid-
April in at least 19 other states from New
England to Hawaii.

These moves represent a sharp reversal of
the trend from 1970 to 1975, when 27 states
lowered the legal drinking age from 21 to i§
or 19.

The Massachusetts statute, which went
into effect April 17, raises the common-
weaith’s legal drinking age from 18 to 20.

“This law,” said Gov. Edward J. King, “is
the first step toward ending the devastating
increase in highway deaths we have
witnessed since the drinking age was lowered
in 1975. It is also a first step toward halting
the shocking rise in teenage alcoholism.”

Last December, Michigan raised its
drinking age from 18 to 21. The Michigan
Law, like similar laws in other states, was
advocated as a way of attacking an
undisputed rise in teenage drinking and of
reducing an also undisputed increase in
traffic accidents involving drunken teenagers
since the drinking age was lowered at the
beginning of the decade. :

" Federal statistics, in addition, show that
the rate of arrest for teenagers on drunken
driving charges rose 160 per cent from 1970
to 1975. Federal Bureau of Investigation

onT
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figures for 1976, the most recent available,

show that nearly 113,000 people under 21

were arrested for driving under the influencs
of alcoho! that year.

The Depaniment of Health, Educ tion,
and Welfare puts the number of teenage

Coms
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o SENTINEL,

Portland, ifay

bt L
“problem drinkers”
Erowing.

Passage of the Massachusetts statuse loft

g

ut 14 states where I8-year-clds could

at 3.5 million and

legally buy and drink all kinds of alcoholic

beverages: Connecticut, Florida, Georgia,
Hawai, Louisaina, New Hampshire, New
Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, Tennessee,
Texas, Vermont, West Yirginia, and
Wisconsin.

In nine other states and the District of
Columbia, i8-year-olds can buy beer and
wine, but not hard liquor.

The patchwork quilt of the iegai drinking
age around the United States underscores
the clash of opinion about the issue.

The former Governor of Massachusetts,
Michael S. Dukakis, who twice vetoed bills
tnat would have raised the drinking age to
19, argued that the one-year hike would not
cut teen drinking significantly, and in
addition did not address the underlying
social problems that fuel aicohol abuse
among young people.

Officials in states where the drinking age is
higher than 18, however, almost
unanimously report that they are concerned
about the availability of alcohol to the
under-18 group. High school parties and
dances, which are attended by young people
aged 14 or 15 to 18, are frequently “wetted”
by 18-year-oid seniors in states where they
can legally buy alcohol.

Critics of such laws contend that the
measures will not reduce appreciably, if at

all, either teenage drinking or the liquor-
related deaths involving teenage drivers.

Regardless of what any one state does, say
the critics, teenage drinking — and drunk
driving — are likely to continue, since there
are few areas more than a 30-minute drive

i1l
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0w another staie with an 18-year
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According to a recemt U.S. General
Accdunting Office {GAQO) study, social
acceptance of drinking and driving is

prmnarily respomsible for an estimated
25,600 iraffic fatalities a year — and an

economic loss of $5 billion a year.

The GAO said that lowered drinking ages
in states, as well as the serving of drinks to
people who are already drunk, are among
the reasons that federal and state efforts to
combat the problem of drunk driving during
the last 13 years have not had a nationaj
impact. -

Both sides of the drinking-age dispute are
agreed that the problem of teenage alcohol
abuse will not be “solved” by legislation
alone.

Both sides agree that the development of
rational, consistent attitudes toward
drinking — or not drinking — are
desperately needed, and that in this
development, parents play a pivotal role.

. e

“Many, many of us assume the drinking
patterns of our parents,” observes Susan
Maloney of the National Institute of Alcoho!
Abuse and Alcoholism. That is why, she
says, parents have a particular responsibility
to provide the proper “role model.”

For some parents, this role will be one of
total abstinence, adopted often for religious
reasons.

For others, it will be a model of moderate
social drinking.

Alcohol experts are unanimous in their
advice to non-abstinent parents:

¢ Teach your child, by word and example,
that a responsible drinker sets limits on his
or her drinking as to time, piace, and
amount; that a responsible drinker never
drinks to get drunk; that drinking a large
amount of alcohol is net a sign of maturity.
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‘T'he increasing number of small cags
on the nation’s roadways hax sparked

“an interest in thie minds of safety experts

Cas to the refative salety andd crash resis-
e of sinall cars compared to full size
Lears, ‘ ‘

Some findings of the Highway Loss
Data Institute (HL.D1), reported in the
fnsurance Institute for Highway Safety

 Status Keport, show that subcompacts

had higher collision claim frequencics

Cand higher average Joss payments per

claim than the cars of the other three
size groups, This was true for cach
model year and Tor cach car-age group
studied, .

This inding goes vlong with the con-
clusion the Highway Salety Research
Center (HSRCYin North Carolinacame
oo small cars show higher crash rates
than Jarge cars, ‘ '

Many people still drive small cars
with the idea these cars are less likely
to be inoa crash since they are more
mancuverable, or they are a smaller
target,

The HSRC study might discourage
some ol these drivers. Their results
show that smaller cars, especially newer
madels, are more likely to be involved
in a reportable crash than larger cars.

The two year-study in North Caro-
tina, sponsored by the National High-
way Traffic Safety ' Administration
(NHTSA), is one of the Jew in the
nation o include cateulations of crash
rates for specific makes and models,
based on vehicle miles of travel,

The crash involvement and injury
rites thal were compared include @
single rate, an overall crash rate, an
overall driver injury rate, and a vehicle
severity rate (the lattér is defined as
the most serious injury sustained by an
occupant in the vehicle), '

The comparisons show that for newer
maodel cars, both overall and single
vehicle involvement rates are lower for
full-sized cars, This trend s not s
noticeable Tor middle and small sized
Cirs,

Another obvious chimge in the type
of awtos on the highways is the in-
creased number of downsize cars pro-
duced by some wmwtomobile manu-

lueturers,

i
~"How will the downsizing of U.S. cars
alfect motor vehicle fatalities in 19957

This question was examined by
applying crash/injury  findings from
Highway Salety Rescarch Institute in-
depth data hiles to pohee-icported
Texas accident data for 1975-1976, then
projecting those statisties to the 1995
driver and vehicle population,

The purpose of the study was to focus
on the salety effects of downsizing
per ose. That is, the emphasis was on
establishing whether the 1995 fleet of
smaller and lighter cars would contri-
bute to more or fewer annual fatalities
than would a 1995 fleet mix of passen-
ger cars the sizes and weights of those on

V.S, roads in 1975,

Fhe analysis showed that downsizing
is a slightly negative factor that by
itsell it wit increase by about six percent
the total annual motor vehicle fatalities
in 1995, But several other factors
some more powerful than the car size/
weight factor — will be contributing to
increases or reductions in 1995 fatali-
ties :

These factors will be contributing to
increased fatalities i future years:

1}y A projected 25 pereent increase in
the number of licensed drivers, and a
27 percent inerease in llhc number of
PASSENECT Cadrs, !

2y A dikely increase in the average

“annual mileage per vehicle, over the

1975 average of 9,635 miles per vehicle:

3 A higher percentage of occupants
over 35 vears of age (spich occupants
are less able to tolerate impact forees
than younger oceupants);

4) Smaller and  lighter cars  that
decelerate more abruptly in a colli sion
diid subject occupants to Ngher jury-
producing forees. ,

The principle that a lighter car stops
more quickly ina collision holds regard-
less of the weight of the velicke it col-
Bhdes with But when o hiphier ¢ col
Bdes awath o heavier v, o o tiack,
stops verny abraptiy, ol experienees o
mach grcater change mompactvelodity,
Fherefore, other things cqual, occu-
pants ol the highter car face o higher
probabiity of beng fatally injured,

of winter weather,

State Traffic Safety Administrator
Gil Bellamy has prais.d Washingto‘\
County's “Traffic Safety and Roadway
Management Plan,” indicating the dou-
ument is serving as a prototype for sim-
ilar studies in other areas of the state.

Bellamy was part of the negotiations

in 1977 which led to a $91,000 safety
grant from the OTSC for a road needs
study for the county.
. The year-long study was performed
by Corvallis consultant, Len Schoal-
craft, and his Transportation Planning
and Management firm. Activities in-
cluded field investigations, analysis of
traffic volumes and accident data, pub-
lic meetings and use of a citizen input
form, climaxed by.the preparation of a
plan document with recommendations
for future maintenance and capital im-
provement projects,

The Schoolcraft study is expected to
form the basis for road repair and im-
provement programs to be initiated if
Washington County voters approve an
$85 million bond program at an elec-
tion, June 26,

When County Commissioners offi-
cially adopted the ballot title that will
go before voters next month at the con-
clusion of a public hearing May 15 at
Hillsboro, Commissioner Jim Figher
made it clear that the Schoolcraft
report will be a gulde to scheduling and
conducting the road work,

“These projects are nol cast in stone,”’
said Fisher, “There will be opportuni-
ties for public discussion of all sspects
of each road prdject before engineer-
ing designs are compleled.”

According to Fisher, designs, as an

example, will be coordinated with utili- |
ty companies and all sources of possi-

ble funding.

The plan does recommend and list

major improvements at 66 intersec-
tions, 67 roadway sections covering a
total of 80 miles, and replacement of
86 bridges in various locations

throughout the 1,125-mile county road

system.

Procedures for minor improvement
projects related to the regular mainte-
nance programs are also included.

Fisher noted the board of commis-
sioners is committed to utilize private
contractors for all major improvements
and to give first priority to repairing
all county roads which developed pot-
holes and rough surfaces as the resuit




