
A BILL FOR AN ORDI~ CE FOR THE ) ORDINANCE BILL NO. / () 
I l'1P0Ul'i[l)ING AND DIS SITION OF ) for 1974 
ABANDONED VEHICLES , REPEALING ) 
ORDINANCE NO . 1174, AND DECLARING ) ORDINANCE NO. J .,j--t) -. 
AN 'MERGENCY. ) 

TEE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF LEBA.i"\J"ON DO ORDAI N AS FOLLOWS: 

Section l. Defi niti ons. As used in this ordinance, unless the 

context require s otherwise: 

(1) "Abandoned" shall mean left unoccupi ed and unclaimed 
or in a damaged or dismantle d condition upon the 
streets or alleys of the city. 

(2) "City" shall mean the city of Lebanon. 

(3) "Costs 1
' shall mean t he expense of r emoving, storing, 

and selli ng an impounded vehi cle . 

(4) "Chief of Police" i ncl udes any authori zed law 
enforcement officer of t he city. 

(5) 110wner" shall mean any individual , firm, corporation , 
or unincorporated association with a c l aim, eit her 
individually or j oint ly, of ownership or any interest , 
legal or equitable, in a vehi cle. 

( 6) "Vehicle" shall mean every device in, up on, or by 
which any person or property is or may be t ransported 
or dra~m upon a publi c highway, except devices moved 
by human power or used exclusi vely upon stationary 
rails or tracks. 

(7) 11Private garage 11 shall mean a r eputable, private 
storage yard , garage, or other s torage p l ace 
selected by the Chief of Poli ce. 

Section 2. Notice of Nuisance . 

(1) It shall be the duty of the police department, whenever 

a vehicle is found abandoned upon the streets or alleys in the same 

pos ition for a period of 24 hours, to : 

(a) Make a routine investigation to discover t he 

owner and request removal of the vehicle, or 

(b) Failing to discover the owner by such a pr oces s, 

to make a diligent inquiry as to the name and address of the ovmer 

of the vehi c l e by examining such vehicle for license number, I . D. 

number, make, style, an.d any other information which will aid in the 

identification of the ownership of the vehi c le, and transmitting all 
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available information pertaining to s uch vehicle to the Department 

of Motor Vehicles of this state with an inquiry f or the name and 

address of the owner, whenever such vehicle is required by law to be 

regis ter ed with that office . 

(c) If the owner is not ijentified, to place a notice 

upon the windshield ,or some other part of the vehicle easily seen by 

the p assing pub l ic. 

(2) The notice shall state that the police department will 

remove and impound the vehicle under the provis i ons of this ordinance, 

24 hours after t he t ime of the pos ting, unl ess: 

(a) The owner removes the vehi cle; or 

(b) Good cause is shown, satisfactory to the Chief of 

Police , why such vehicle should not be r emoved by the owner or remov ed 

and impounded by the city. 

Secti on 3. Im.pounding Nui sance. 

(1) An abandoned vehicle which remains in the same position 

f or a peri od of 24 hours after an owner has been requested t o remove 

it or after a notice to remove has been posted upon the vehicle, and 

no person has appeared t o show good cause why the vehicle should not 

be moved, shall constitute a nuisance . 

( 2 ) It shall be t he duty of the police depart ment to 

remove a vehicle which shall constitute a nuisance , under the 

p r ovisions of this ordinance , s tor e the vehicle upon city property, 

or store the same in a pr ivate garage , and di pose of i t pursuant 

to the provisions of t his ordinance . 

(3) After i mpoundment, the Chief of Poli ce shal l cause 

t h e vehi cle to be appr aised. 

Sect ion 4. Notice of I mpoundment and Sale . If t he owner is 

identified, he shall be notifi e d i mmediately by register ed or 

certifi ed mai l that such vehicle is held by the police department of 

the city. The notice to the owner shall als o state : 



(1) The reason for impounding t he vehi cle. 

(2) The existing cost s ch arged against the vehicle. 

( 3 ) An estimate of f u ture costs, including the cost 

of advertising the vehicle for sale. 

(4) That lilll e ss the owner r edeems the vehicle, within 

15 days from t h e day of mailing the notice and pays all the costs, 

the vehi cle will be sold. 

Secti on 5. Low Value Vehic le. 

(1) If the vehicle is appraised at $100. 00 or l ess and 

the owner is identified, the Chief of Police shall fi le with the 

Department of Motor Vehicles an aff idavit describing the vehi cle, 

including the license plates, if any, s tat ing the l oc ation and 

appraised va1ue of the vehicle, and stati ng. that the vehi cle will 

be jlillked or dismantled. The Chief of Po lice shall s t at e t hat 

notice of intent to jlillk or dismantle the vehicle has been s ent 

with notification of t he location of the vehicle to the owner . 

(2) Failure of the owner to rec laim t h e vehicle within 

15 days after the date notification is mailed, shall constitute a 

waiver of hi s interest in the vehicle. 

(3 ) Upon completi on and f orwarding of the affi davi t and 

expirat ion of t he time per i od s tated in subsecti on (2) , t he Chief 

of Poli ce may, wi thout notice and public auc tion, dispose of the 

vehic l e and ex ecute a certificate of sale. 

( 4) The certific ate of sale shal l be substantially 

as f ollows : 

CERTIFICATE OF SALE 

This is t o certify that under the provis i ons of 
Or dinance No . ent i tled "An Or dinance fo r 
t he Impounding~ Disposition of Abandoned 
Vehicles, "I did on the day of , 
19 , s ell to ~ - fo r t he sum of 
$ ~ cash, t h e fol l owing described personal 
pr operty, to wit: 

(brief description o f the proper t y) 

And in consideration of the p ayment of the said 
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sum of , receipt wher eof i s hereby 
acknowl edged , I have t his day de l i vered t o 
said purchaser t he fo r egoi ng property. 

Dated thi s ~ ~ day of 

Note: The city of Lebanon ass umes no 
re sponsibility as to t h e condition of t itle 
of t h e above described prop erty. I n case 

this sale shall f or any reason be invalid, the 
liabi l i t y of the c i t y is limite d t o the return 
of the purchase price. 

Section 6. Pub l i c Sale Notice. 

(1) If the vehicle is apprais ed over $100. 00 and if no 

claim is made by the owner withi n the time specified by Section 4 (4) 

of this ordinance , or if the vehicle is value d under $100.00 , but 

the owner cannot b e i dentified after compliance with Section 2, t h e 

Chief of Po lice shall cause t o be published i n a newspaper of general 

circulation within the city a notice of sale. The notice of s al e 

shall state: 

(a) The sale is of abandoned property in t he city's 

possession. 

(b) A description of the vehi cle, including the t ype , 

make, license number, I.D. Number, and any other information which 

will aid in accurat el y i dent ifying the vehic l e. 

( c) The terms of the s ale . 

(d) The dat e , time, and p l a ce of the sale. 

(2) The notice of sale shall b e published t wo t i mes. The 

first publication sh all be made not l es s than 10 day s pri or t o the 

date of the propos ed sale, and the s econd shall be made not l ess 

than three days prior to t h e date of the pr oposed sale. 

Sect ion 7. Public Sa l e . 

(1) If no claim shall have been made t o redeem an 

impounded vehicle appraised over $100.00 or appraised under $100.00 

but the owner cannot b e identified before the time s et f or the sale 
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of s u ch veh icle, the Chief o f Po l ice shall hol d a sale at the time 

and p lac e appointed within the view of the vehicle to be s old. 

( 2) The vehicle shall be sold to the highest and best 

bidder, provi ding t hat if no bids are entered, or tho se bids which 

are entered are less than the costs incurred by the city, the Chief 

of Police may enter a bid on b ehalf of the city in an amount e qual 

to s uch costs. 

(3) At the time of payment of the purchase p r ice , the 

Chief of Po lice shall execu te a certificat e of sale, in dup licate 

the ori gi n al of which shall b e delivered to the purchaser, and the 

c opy thereof filed wi th t he City Recorder of the city. 

(4) The certificate of sal e shall be substantially as 

fo llows : 

CERTIFI CATE OF SALE 

This is t o certify that under t he p r ovisions of 
Ordinance No. entitled, 11.An Ordinance f or 
the impounding and Disposition of Ab andoned 
Vehicle s " and p ursuant to due n otic e of the time 
and place of sale , I did on the~- day of 

, 19 , se l l at public auction to 
~~~~~-- -- for the sum of $ ___, ____ _ 
c a s h, h e being the highest and b e s t b idder, and 
that being the highest and b e st sum bid there 
f o r , the following described p e rsonal property, 
to- wi t : 

( brief description of the property) 

And i n c onsideration of the payment of t;he said 
sum of $ , recei pt whereof is hereby 
acknowl edged , I have this day delivered to said 
purchaser the foregoing property. 

Da ted this~-- day of 

iote ; The city of Lebanon as sumes no r esponsibili t y 
as to the c ondit ion of t it l e o f the above de scr ibe d 
property. In c ase this sale shal l for any r eason be 
invalid, the liability of the city is l imited to the 
re t u rn of the purchase price. 

S e c tion 8. Redemp tion Befor e Sale. 

(1) An owner may redeem a vehicle impounded unde r the 

provisions of this ordinance , before a sale or di s po s ition has taken 
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place, by applying to the pol i ce department, whereupon he shall: 

(a) Submit evidence of his ownershi p or interest 

• • • p 

in the vehicle , satisfactory to the Chief of Polic e , that such c laim 

is rightful, and 

(b) Pay t h e costs du e and owing at the time the 

application to redeem is made. 

(2) Upon compl i ance with subsecti on (1) of t hi s section , 

t he Chief of Police shall execute a re cei p t f or the owner and cause 

the vehicle to be returned t o him. 

Section 9. Sale and Proceeds . 

( 1 ) Upon a sale being consummat ed, the Chief of Police 

shall deliver the vehic le and the certificate of sale to the 

purchaser. The sale and conveyance shall be wi t hout r edemption . 

(2) The pr oceeds of a sale shall be applied: 

(a) To the payment of costs incurred by t h e c ity, 

(b) Then, for such services as may be re ndered by 

a private garage, and 

( c) The balance, if any, shall be transferred to 

the City Tre asurer of the city to be credited to the general fund. 

Section 10 . Application . This ordinance shall apply to all 

abandoned vehicles now in the p ossession of t he city as well as to 

abandoned vehicles that are t her eafter i mpounded . 

Section 11 . Charges. In the enforc ement and execut i on of the 

provi sions of this ordinance , the Chief of Po1· ce shall charge and 

collect $15.00 f or t owing 

Section 12. Where a 

A ~ ~ & 

and -$--=--- · per e~ for s t orage. 
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private garage is utilized , the council 

shall also establish r easonable fees for such services by r esolut ion , 

with the f ol lowing conditions : 

(1) The city shall not be liable f or services rendered 

by a pri vate garage from any s ource ot her than such amounts as may 

be collec ted from the owner on redemption , or from a purchaser upon 
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sale, after the c i ty shall have deducted its expenses, unless the 

city shall be the purchaser of the vehic le. 

(2) No lien shall b e created by this ordinance in favor 

of the private garage upon the vehicle for such servi ces. 

( 3) The vehicle shall no t be released from the priv ate 

garage except up on a receipt, signed by the Chief of Police, proffered 

by the purchaser. 

Section 1 3 . Ordinance No. 1174 is hereby repealed. 

Section 14. That ina smuch as t h e p rovi s ions of the ordinance 

are necessary for the immedi ate preservation of the peace, health, 

and safety of the people of the City of Lebanon, an emergency is 

hereby declared to exist, and this ordinance shall be in full f orce 

and effect immediately upon its passage by the Council and approval 

by the 1'1ayor. 

Passed by the Council and approved by the 1'1ayor this /~--!/, day 

of 1'1ay, 1974. 

·~- l Ma 

ATTEST: 


	Ord No. 1508 -- Impounding and Disposition of Abandoned Vehicles



