
AN ORDINANCE LICENSING AND RF.GULlTION MER- ) 
CHANT PO~ICE AND THOSE m BUSI!m$S AS MERCHANT' ) ORDINANCE Bn.t NO. _ ..... 2_. 
POLICDtEN, REQUIRING RmIS'lRITION 01,i' WITC~. I 
AND GUARDS AND REGULITING UH:J]!'ORMS FOR.MERCHANT tor 1956 
POLICEMUJ PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR THE VIO-
LATION OF THIS ORDDWlCE,'. DUI.ARING AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 9'Z'/ 
AND REPEALING AHY ORDINANCES IB CONFLICT HERilrlITH. 

WHERF..AS, the Canmon Council or the City of Lebanon believes the Character 
- . 

and responsibility ot those engaged in the business ot watching, guarding and 

protecting the property.of others should be investigated and regulated, and 

WHEREAS, regulation, investigation and supervision ot those engaged 1n 

the merchant police business can best be achieved through licensing bf the 

City ot Lebanon, now, therefore, 

THE PFiOPLE OF THE CIT! OF LEBANON DO ORDAIN AS FOLLa.1Ss 

Section 1. DEFINITION OF MERCHANT POLICE. The Term "Merchant Police" 

means aey person, til'm or corporation engaged . in the business or vatching, 

guarding or protecting arq premises, property or persons; provided, however, 

that the terms shall not include arq individual who bas only one employer, 

and who is employed to watch, gmrd or protect onl.J the premises, proper'tJ' 

or person or that employer, or any comon carrier engaged in interstate 

ccmnerce, or any- individual employed by any such carrier or carriere to watch, 

guard or protect pranises, prop.ert7 or. persons •tor suoh carriers. 

Seetion 2. It shall be unlawtul for aJJ7 person, ti?m or corporation 

to own or operate 8 merchant police business, or engage in business 88 a 

merchant policeman, except as provided in and authorized by this_· ordinance, 

and without first having obtained a lioense from the City ~r Lebanon. 

Section .3. Before any license is issued pursuant to this ordinance, . the 

applicant shall subnit to the City, Recorder a written application tor the 

license, which application shall include the following in!ol'Wltion; 

(a) An .if£idavit signed and sworn to be.fore a Notaey Public, setting 

out the f'ull name, age, residence, present occupation aad occupations for the 

preceding five years of Hid applicant shall be subnitted. by a~ such person 

proposing to engage 1n the business or merchant policanan. Said_ Atf'idav1t shall 

be referred to the Chiet or Police tor inYestigation and shall show tacts 
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auttioient to prove to the satisfaction of the Chief of Police the good 

character, competenq and intqrit,. ot each such attiant, and shall list 

•11.1" previous arrests .or conviotions .ot. or for a crime. 

(b) Fach .lttidavit shall be supported by statements h writing tran 

not less than two reputable citizens, . each of whom shall certU., that he 

has personally- known the attiant tor a period of .at least five y-eare prior 

to the tiling of the aforesaid Affidavit, and that he .believes the ati'iant 

is competent, .honest and ot good character, end that he would reccnmend to 

the City- Council that the aftiant is suitable to engage_ in a merchant police 

business. 

Section 4• It the Chief ot Police shall find after investigation .that 

the character, competency and integrity- of the. applicant are such_ as to com­

mand the confidence of the. public, that all other requirements have been met, 

he shall thereupon subnit a vritten report to the Common Council ot the City­

of Lebuaon and reoamnend that the license. be issued or denied• 

Section 5. The license shall be. issued. bf the Common Council ot the 

City- ot Lebanon through the City Recorder, who shall only issue said license 

upon motion made and passed by the Common Council. It the Com.on Comcil 

authorizes and directs the issuing of said license, the .applicant .shAlll there­

upon pay- unto the City- Recorder the annual license .tee, _.as hereim.f'te.r set 

forth. 

Section 6. 'l'he amiual .license f'eea f'or merchant police_hlsineaaea and 

those in business. as merchant policemen. shall be as tollowss 

(a) Merchant Police Businesses who participate in. watching, 
- protecting or guarding.activities, $10.00 per 7ear. 

Section 7. The licensee, or appllcant, _shall. betorereceivingthe 

license furnish a good and sufficient. surety- bond 1n the aum ot. I~ Ov' · ~ ., 
conditioned on the faithful performance. and hone.st conduct_ot. h:imselt and his 

employ-ees, who will be engaged. in vatching, guarding_ or protectin undertakings 

ot the person, tum or corporation licaued hereunder. Such bonds ahall be 

pay-able to the City' ef' Lebanon, and/or .aJQ' other atf'eoted person,. buaineae or 

corporation, and shall guarantee the payment.. of sq judgment secured against 

said llcenaee. tor his. negligence, default. or .l:reach_ot e~nduct _in the performance 
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ot his duties authorized by said license, . up to the &\Ill ot t. ID O(), ~ • 
Section 8. I:t, at any time, the activities ot said licensee or employees 

shall be such that the best interests or the citizens or Lebe.non are not f'ully 

protected, then upon recommendation ot the Ohiet ot Police, the Common Council 

of the City ot Lebanon 'l'JJIJ.Y revoke the license granted hereunder •. It shall be 

the duty or the Chief ot Police to make periodic investigations ot the activities 

ot an;y licensee hereunder, and to ascertain any and all intol"IIB tion which may be 

ot benefit to the Common Council in determining whether or not said license should 

be continued in force and et.teat. 

Section 9. The Colllnon Oomcll may iasue and promulgate f'rom time to time 

rules and regulations to protect the health, satety and peace ot the citizens 

ot Lebanon 1n relation to the Merchant Police Business. Such rulesnay require 

reports to be furnished to the Chiet ot Police ooncerniDg the licensee and those 

aaployed by said licensee.. 

Seciion 10. Afl7 individual who has only' one employer .anil~ who ia empl.CJT8d 
to watch, guard or protect the premises, .property: .or peraon_ot that -.ployer 

shall register vith the Chiet of Police and carry identification turnished by the 

Chiet ot Police while on duty. The City 0£ Lebanon shall_require a reasonable 

deposit on all identitioation and badges furnished such_registrants. 

Section n. It shall be unlavtul tor any :merchant policeman, guard or 

other licensee regulated b;r this ortinance and not a member ot the police or 

tire department to war a uniform, cap, badge, or J:Jtittona s1milar to or in 

imitation ot the ottioial uniform, .. esp, _ badge, or buttons. at the time in use 

by the members of. the police .and tire departments. - person, tira or coi:-­

poration desiring to provicle merchant police, .watchmen, guards or other . 

licensees regulated by t.his ordinance. shall use no distinctive unitol"llt oap, . 

bade, or buttons, to be worn by such persona or employee thereof' until the 

torm, design and color thereof shall have been _tirst subnitted to and approved 

bJ' the Chief of Police. 

Section 12. In addition to the suspension or revocation of 8D1' license 

issued hereunder, or the rescission by the Common Council . of approval._ tl . &JV' 

person whose name appears on the application tor license, an;y person, .£irll 

or corporation who violates any provisions of this orlinance or.any rule or 
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regulation lewtully promulgated in accordance with this ordinance shall, 

upon conviction, be fined in the amount not to exceed $200.00 or ilnprisoned 

not to exceed 20 days, or both so f'ined and imprisoned. 

Section 13. J.rq merchant policeman . or merchant . police business now 

operating or doing business within the corporate limits of the City- or 

Lebanon shall have twenty (20) days within_vhich to comply- with this 

ordinance. 

Section 14. Inasmuch as there is a merchant policeman operating with­

in the city- limits or the City- or Lebanon at this time and there is no 

Ordinance regulating the licensing or eoDiuct or merchant policeman, or 

merchant police business, it is hereby declared that conditions are such 

that this Ordinance is neceasar;y for the immediate preservation ot the 

peace, health and safety ot the citizens of the City of Lebanon, therefore, 

an emergency- is hereby declared to exist and this Ordi:Dance shall be in full 

force and effect immediately atter its passage by the Council and approval 

by' the May-or. 

Passed by the Council and approved by the Mayor on this 3rd day 

of' January, 1956. 

Mayor . 
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