MEMORANDUM TO CITY COUNCTL
SUBJECT: LIBRARY BOARD RECOMMENDATION

1. On Octeber 29th the Library Board {Bea Dick, Irma Matthew, Dr. Rice,
Les densen, and Charles Wiliming) met with architect George McMath and Dick
Engen, State Librarian Fields Services Consultant. This meeting was held in
the City Manager's office. The purpose in mind was o discuss the benefits
and the nzcessary qualifications of the federal - state grant for construction
of & now library.

2. Mr, Engen reported that the state regulations permitted a grant
in the maximum amount of 100,000 or one-third of the construction costs
whichever is less, He pointed out that the state of Uregen had received
an allocation from the federal government of $330,000 for allocation prior
to Junc 30, 1965. The city of Corvallis has received $100,000 of this
monay leaving a remainder of $230,800. The city of Coos Bay has indicated
that they will apply if receiving approval for their bond issue to be voted
at the Hovember 3rd election. The only other city that would possibly be
in a position for qualification within this date would be Astoria, therefore
teaving The Dalles in & commendable position for a succsssful application.
It is requested that an application for such 2 grant be placed with the
State Librarian by December ist which will allow them opportunity to review
it and make their recommendation to the State Library Board meeting scheduled
for December 9th. The State Library Staff, in reviewing the application, will
considar the preltiminary plans of the building in relationship to the area
served, the long range program of proposed operating plans for library service
{as formulated by the Library Board}, and the general need of the community
for library building improvements. Tt appears that the factor of gqualifying
the builtding for a regicnal ltihrary standard is not going to be coensidered.

It was pointed out that the American Library Asscciation minimum
standards indicate 15,000 sq. fu, for a library to serve this community.
Although the state would not demand that these standards be met it would
be the recommendation of the staff to the State Board that the area be
increased above the 11,500 sg. ft. recently proposed. It was pointed
out that some of this additional space could be utilized to provide mect.
ing room facilities thereby allowing a broader community use of the facility.

3. As the conclusion of the meeting, the whele Library Board voted
unanimously to recommend to the City Council that the city apply for a
federal grant for the full amount of available funds., This dollar amount
cannot be determined until the architect completes revised preliminary plans
and estimates for the bullding. It will be nocessary to increase the build-
ing size about Z,000 to L, 000 sq. fi.; meking a total area of 13,000 to
15,000 sq. fr. Council is therefore asked to consider the recommendation
of the Library Board and act for adoption or amendment of their action.

Very truly yours,

C. Dean Smith
City Marager



