
OAR 340-035-0030 
Table 2 

In-Use Road Vehicle Standards 
Stationary Test 

 

Model Year Maximum Noise Level (dBA) Minimum Distance from 
Vehicle to Measurement Point 

All Vehicles Described in ORS 481.205(2) 
Before 1976 94 25 feet (7.6 meters) 

1976 and after 91 25 feet (7.6 meters) 
All Other Trucks in Excess of 8,000 pounds (3629 kg.) GVRW 

Before 1976 94 25 feet (7.6 meters) 
1976-1981 91 25 feet (7.6 meters) 
After 1981 88 25 feet (7.6 meters) 

Motorcycles 
1975 and Before 102 20 inches (1/2 meter) 

After 1975 99 20 inches (1/2 meter) 
Front-engine Automobiles, Light Trucks, All Other Front-engine Road Vehicles 

All 95 20 inches (1/2 meter) 
Rear-engine Automobiles, Light Trucks and All Other Front-engine Road Vehicles 

All 95 20 inches (1/2 meter) 
Buses as Defined Under ORS 481.030 

Before 1976 94 25 feet (7.6 meters) 
1976 and After 91 25 feet (7.6 meters) 

 



OAR 340-035-0030 
Table 3 

In-Use Road Vehicle Standards 
Moving Test at 50 feet (15.2 meters) or Greater at Vehicle Speed 

 

Operating Conditions 
Trucks and Buses 
Exceeding 10,000 

pounds GVWR 
Automobiles and Light 

Trucks Motorcycles 

Posted 45 mph or less 
Under any Grade, 

Load, Acceleration or 
Deceleration 

86 72 78 

Posted Greater Than 
45 mpg Under any 

Grade, Load, 
Acceleration or 

Deceleration 

90 78 62 

Moving at 35 mph or 
Less on Level 

Roadway Under 
Constant Speed More 
than 200 Feet From 

Stop 

84 70 74 
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Table 4 

Off-Road Recreational Vehicle Standards 
 

Allowable Noise Limits 

Model Year 
Maximum  Noise Level (dBA and 

distance from vehicle to 
measuring point) 

 
Stationary Test 

20 inches (.5 
meters) 

Moving Test at 
50 feet 

(15.2 meters) 
Motorcycles 

1975 and before 102 85 
After 1975 99 82 

Snowmobiles 
1971 and before --- 86 

1972-1975 --- 84 
After 1975 --- 80 

Boats 
Underwater exhaust - all 100 84 
Atmosphere exhaust - all 100 84 

All Others 
Front engine - all 95 78 

Mid and Rear Engines - all 97 78 
 



OAR 340-035-0030 
Table 5 

Ambient Standards for Vehicles Operated Near 
Noise Sensitive Property 

 
Allowable Noise Limits 

Time Maximum Noise Level 
7:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m. 60 
10:00 p.m. – 7:00 a.m. 55 
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Table 6 

Auxiliary Equipment Driven by Primary Engine 
Noise Standards 

 
Stationary Test at 50 feet (15.2 meters) or Greater 

Model Year Maximum Noise Level dBA 
Before 1976 88 
1976-1978 85 
After 1978 82 

 



Oregon Department of Environmental Quality   

 

Sound Measurement Procedures 
Manual 
 

NPCS - 1 

 

















 











































 

















 



Oregon Department of Environmental Quality   

 

Motor Vehicle Sound Measurement 
Procedures Manual 
 

NPCS - 21 
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