


November xx, 2012


The Honorable Vic Gilliam, Co-Chair					 VIA E-MAIL
House Energy, Environment and Water Committee
900 Court St. NE, H-389
Salem, OR 97301								 
	

Dear Co-Chair Gilliam:

In February 2012, the Department of Environmental Quality notified you of a proposed rulemaking to adjust Oregon’s Title V operating permit fees for the next two operating years. Federal and state laws require that Oregon’s entire Title V program be funded by permit fees. Oregon statute establishes the fees and gives the Environmental Quality Commission authority to adjust the fees by the annual change in the consumer price index. 

DEQ proposed to increase Title V permit fees by the change in the consumer price index as authorized in statute. The rulemaking affects the 2012 and 2013 fees assessed to sources holding Title V permits. The increase for 2012 fees was approximately 2.4 percent, and the increase for 2013 fees will be approximately 2.6 percent.  

DEQ is using a two phase approach for this rulemaking in an effort to reconcile the timing of the release of consumer price index data with DEQ’s invoicing schedule. EQC adopted the final rules setting the 2012 fees at the June 21-22, 2012 EQC meeting. DEQ plans to recommend that EQC adopt the rules setting the 2013 fees at the December 6-7, 2012 EQC meeting.

If you have questions, please contact me at (503) 229-5946.

Sincerely,


Nicole Vick
Air Quality Rules Coordinator
