September 15, 2009 RWG Meeting


Framework for Revising Oregon’s WQS Variance Authorizing Provision 
Goal Statement: 
Propose potential revisions to Oregon’s WQS variance authorizing provision in a manner that:

· Ensures variances, where warranted, are granted and implemented consistently through a transparent, well-defined, and reliable process

· Fosters water quality improvement during the variance period 

· Promotes certainty in the variance process by ensuring reasonable implementation within a reasonable time frame
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Propose rule revisions to streamline the process for granting individual variances.





Propose rule revisions to clarify what conditions apply during the variance period.





Describe the information needed to request a variance and the criteria DEQ will use to review the request.





Describe coordination internally and with EPA to ensure predictable and timely processing and decisions on variance requests.





Obtain agreement on the streamlining concepts and receive feedback on the associated proposed rule language revisions.





Obtain agreement on the baseline requirements/conditions.  Discussion on determining what additional conditions will apply.








Make progress on criteria DEQ will use to grant variances.  Look at examples based on economics factor and EPA economic analysis guidance.





Obtain agreement on objective for procedural agreement with EPA.








