
    

Planning Commission Minutes 
March 15, 2018  |  Page 1 of 15 

 

 

 

 
MINUTES 

CITY OF THE DALLES PLANNING COMMISSION 
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

313 COURT SREET 
THE DALLES, OREGON 97058 

CONDUCTED IN A MEETING ROOM IN COMPLIANCE WITH ADA STANDARDS 

THURSDAY, MARCH 15, 2018 
6:00 P.M. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Lavier called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Commissioners Present: Sherry DuFault, Bruce Lavier, John Nelson, Mark Poppoff, Steve 

Ross, Jeff Stiles 
Commissioners Absent:  
Staff Present: Planning Director Steve Harris, Senior Planner Dawn Hert and 

Planner Garrett McAllister 
Public in Attendance: Nine 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
It was suggested that Item VIII. Quasi-Judicial Hearings be moved ahead of Item VII. Proposed 
LUDO Amendments.  Commissioner Nelson moved to approve the agenda as modified.  
Commissioner Stiles seconded the motion; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
Director Harris opened the nominations for Chair.  Commissioner Stiles nominated Bruce Lavier 
for Chair; Commissioner Ross seconded the nomination.  There were no other nominations for 
Chair.  Bruce Lavier was elected Chair unanimously. 

Chair Lavier opened the nominations for Vice Chair.  Chair Lavier nominated John Nelson for 
Vice Chair; Commissioner Poppoff seconded the motion. 

Commissioner Stiles nominated Sherry DuFault; she declined the nomination.  There were no 
other nomiations. 

John Nelson was elected Vice Chair unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Commissioner DuFault moved to approve the minutes of February 15, 2018; Commissioner 
Nelson seconded the motion.  The motion passed, Stiles abstained. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None. 
 
QUASI-JUDICIAL HEARINGS 
Chair Lavier read the rules for a quasi-judicial hearing.  He then asked if the Commission had 
any ex parte contact, conflict of interest or bias which would prevent an impartial decision. 

Chair Lavier opened the public hearing at 6:10 p.m. 

A. Adjustment 18-033 – Roy W. Haskins – Requesting a 50% reduction of garage/carport 
entrance setback. 

Planner McAllister presented the staff report. 

Proponents: 

Earl Watson, 2109 E. 14th Street, The Dalles 
Watson stated the structure is welcome, it blocks the wind and an obtrusive street light. 

Chuck Stanek, 2102 E. 14th Street, The Dalles 
Stanek stated Haskins is on the right track. 

Roy Haskins, 2101 E. 14th Street, The Dalles 
Haskins stated he thought the contractor had everything covered, but he was mistaken.  
Haskins said there is a slope.  Haskins was not equipped to move it himself, so 
contacted a contractor to move it back.  The cost was $12,000; Haskins said that was 
out of his price range. 

In response to Commission questions, Haskins responded: 

• The carport was moved back as far as possible 
• The cement was new 
• He was aware of water drainage requirements 
• It may be possible to shorten the structure, but would be difficult.  He would have 

to cut the gable, cut the siding, and split the sheeting.  It would not increase the 
setback to 20 feet. 

• The structure does not present a visibility problem for traffic 

Planner McAllister read an email from Bryant Grubb, 2020 E. 14th Street, The Dalles 
(Exhibit 1).  Grubb stated he had no problem with the carport. 

Opponents: 

Planner McAllister read an email from Fritz Tonn, no address provided (Exhibit 2).  Tonn 
stated he did not want to look at a Winnebago parked in his back yard.   

Chair Lavier invited Haskins to respond to the opponent.  Haskins stated his RV was too 
long to fit and was stored elsewhere. 

Chair Lavier closed the Public Hearing at 6:36 p.m. 

Commission discussion covered the possibility of moving the structure, topography of the site, 
potential of setting precedent, and conditions of approval. McAllister called attention to 
additional photographs submitted by the applicant, Exhibit 3. 

Commissioner Nelson moved to approve Adjustment 18-033 according to the Commission’s 
interpretation of the findings of fact, and also moved to direct staff to prepare a resolution of 
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approval with the conditions of approval.  Condition No. 1 shall read, “Garage/carport setback 
shall be reduced by up to 50% to accommodate the pre-existing structure of the carport.  
Commissioner Poppoff seconded the motion; the motion passed unanimously. 

Chair Lavier called for a break at 6:52 p.m.  The meeting resumed at 6:58 p.m. 

Chair Lavier reopened the Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m. 

B. Adjustment 18-034 – Michael Gibney – Requesting approval to allow 73% lot coverage. 

Senior Planner Hert presented the staff report.  Hert read a letter submitted by Gibney, 
Exhibit 4. 

Commission Proponents: 

Michael Gibney, 1428 E. 11th Street, The Dalles 
Gibney stated that he and his wife had health considerations which led to their choice of 
concrete.  They were unaware of the restrictions on hard surfaces.  Gibney said the front 
of their lot was too steep; their primary access was from the back side of the lot. 

Hert pointed out that permits for concrete are not required. 

Opponents:  None. 

Chair Lavier closed the Public Hearing at 7:36 p.m. 

Commission discussion topics included: 

• Storm water containment 
• Modified Condition of Approval #2 to include, “Approved plans will be required to be 

implemented.” 
• Installation of a drain tile 
• Street view, majority of concrete is in back 

Commissioner DuFault moved to approve Adjustment 18-034 based on findings of fact with 
conditions of approval as modified.  Commissioner Ross seconded the motion; the motion 
passed unanimously. 

Chair Lavier called for a break at 7:48 p.m.  The meeting resumed at 7:52 p.m. 
 
DISCUSSION 
Proposed LUDO Amendments – Housing Strategies Report Implementation 

Matt Hastie, Project Manager, Angelo Planning Group, presented proposed LUDO Amendments 
recommended in the Housing Needs Analysis, Exhibit 5.  The proposed amendments would 
eliminate ambiguity by providing clear and objective standards in conformance with State law. 

Discussion topics included: 

• Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) 
• Residential Care Homes and Facilities 
• Neighborhood Compatibility Standards 
• Expedited Permitting for Affordable Housing 

Discussion on Duplexes, Triplexes, and Townhomes was postponed. 
 
STAFF COMMENTS 
The next regularly scheduled meeting is April 5, 2018. 



COMMISSIONER COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS 

None. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Lavier adjourned the meeting at 9:25 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted 
Paula Webb, Planning Secretary 

Bruce Lavier, Chair 
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