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Agenda

CITY OF BROOKINGS
SPECIAL COMMON COUNCIL MEETING
Chetco Community Public Library
405 Alder Street Brookings, Oregon
April 3,2003 7:00 p.m.

L CALL TO ORDER

IL PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

IIIl.  ROLL CALL

IV. SEWER RATES

A. Staff Report
B. Pubic Comment
C. Remarks from Mayor and Councilors

V. ADJOURNMENT

Special Common Council Meeting Agenda
Arpil 3, 2003

Prepared by Linda Barker, Administrative Secretary Page 1of1



The city of Brookings is currently deciding how they will increase the sewer rates
currently being charged.

Most people are not aware that there are currently two different categories for
residential. They are as listed below with the corresponding flat rates.

Single Family Residential (residences that are not apartments, duplexes or condos)
and the current rate being $25.30 per month flat usage rate.

Multiple Family Residential (residences that include apartments, duplexes and
condos) and the current rate being $20.24 per month flat usage rate.

This is a $5.06 per month disparity and does not reflect the fair and equitable rate
schedule the city states is their objective.

As this rate increase seem inevitable, it seems a good time to present the city with a
petition to correct this discrepancy in residential rates.

This petition will be presented to the City Manager at the meeting scheduled for
7pm, April 3, at the Chetco Public Library. Your presence is not required at this
meeting. However, your presence would be helpful and public attendance is always
a more emphatic statement.

Thank you for your patience and hope to see you at the meeting.
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We the undersigned do hereby present this petition to the City of Brookings for the purpose of
creating sewer rates that are more in keeping with the demographics of this community and
also that will insure fair and equitable rates.

The current sewer rates for residential are separated into two different groups with a $5.06
difference in the rates of these two groups. The first group being “Single Family Residential”
is charged at the flat rate of $25.30/mo. The second group being “ Multiple Family
Residential” is charged at the rate of $20.24/mo. The only distinction between these two
groups being that “multiple family” includes apartments, duplexes and condos. None of these
factors take into account the special demographics of this community nor do they seem to
have any logical basis for such disparity.

We feel that in our unique community of many retired persons living either singly or only two
to a household, that the demographics are considerably different from many communities used
by Brown and Caldwell, the consultants whose model the city used for establishing rates.

We feel that there should be no inequality between single family residential rates and multiple
family residential rates. A residential rate is just that and there should be no distinctions
between the two. This inequitable practice has been tried in other cities and forced to change
due to public unwillingness to accept such inequality.

Our logic is related to water usage and the idea that what goes in will go out and the fact that
a family of three or more will use more water and thus, create more sewage outflow. Why
should people living in duplexes, apartments and condos have a lesser financial responsibility
for paying a bond debt. They should not have a lesser responsibility.
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